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Panel Session 1                              

Sustainable development 
 

Chair: SUDO, Tomonori, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan 

 

1. YAMADA, Shota, Ritsumeikan University, Japan 

Title: Toward sustainable drinking water development: A case study of villagers’ practices and 

development activities in coastal Bangladesh 

Abstract: 

This study aimed to investigate the influence of regional features and development activities in coastal 

Bangladesh on drinking water sources. Field surveys were conducted in the Shyamnagar Upazila 

village from 2017 to 2019 to achieve the objective. It was found that although villagers may consider 

their drinking water safe, the purification systems constructed by development agencies may not be 

functional and the water supplied may not be fit for consumption. Moreover, villagers remained 

passive, waiting for support from development agencies; it was also observed that only financially 

stable households benefited from development aid. Furthermore, there was a huge gap between 

villagers’ maintenance and use of drinking water sources and the maintenance and sustainable function 

of drinking water facilities built by development agencies, as identified in previous studies. 

Specifically, this study concluded that villagers’ practices and development activities negatively 

affected each other and this led to failed development interventions. Development activities generated 

a mindset of aid dependency among villagers and the belief that aid solves crises. This attitude resulted 

in miscommunication between villagers and development agencies because villagers do not have a 

stake in development activities; this contributed to the rampant proliferation of transient drinking water 

development projects in the area. 

 

2. HIRANO, Miharu, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan 

Title: Rules on goal-based governance: Governing the implementation of the Sustainable 

Development Goals 

Abstract: 

The UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) incorporated a new regulatory strategy referred to as 

“governance through goals.” In contrast to the classic rule-based governance, it aims to mobilize a 

wide range of stakeholders to take action by identifying common challenges of humankind and setting 



 
 
 

Panel Session 22                              

Humanities 
 

Chair: PROGLER, Joseph, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan 

 

1. HAPUGODA, Mahesh, Sabaragamuwa University, Sri Lanka; ANANDAWANSA, Krishanthi, 

General Sir John Kotelawala Defence University, Sri Lanka 

Title: Is Yukio Mishima a fadical idealist of our times? 

Abstract: 

The movie “Mishima: A Life in Four Chapters” (1985) articulates the cinematic actualization of the 

tragic death drive of the renowned Japanese author Yukio Mishima (1925-1970). It portrays Mishima’s 

psychological dilemma, as one who suffers because of his inability to resolve the anxiety between 

beauty of nature and the incapacity of words in articulating that beauty. This paper argues that, 

following his Samurai idealism that the sense of beauty is always connected with death, Mishima 

chooses to die to resolve the mismatch between elegance and brutality. He does so in a melancholic 

psychological attempt of narcissistic self-sublimation in youthful beauty. Mishima becomes helpless 

both before the immaculate beauty of the Golden Pavilion and the passionately inviting nipples of a 

young Japanese girl. This is where he understands that, as a man, he is stuck in fundamental deadlock 

in reaching out for the Real, the natural decadence of beauty, even though he is fascinated by the 

beauty itself. This leads him to opt for a glorious youthful death without de-sublimating his Samurai 

idealism. Hence, this paper concludes that Mishima suffered from a deadlock of fantasy, which 

sustained a fatalistic ideal that led to a radical death but that death was the only possible political 

resistance against contemporary materialism in Japan. 

 

2. NGUYEN, Nhung, Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University, Japan 

Title: Intangible cultural heritage in Vietnam: A case study of Dong Ho Folk Paintings 

Abstract: 

The research focuses on the process of transforming an art-production-intensive site to a tourist 

attraction. Dong Ho Folk painting was inscribed in the list of national intangible cultural heritages by 

the Vietnam Ministry of Culture, Sports and Tourism in 2012. 

As an folk art-enthusiast and a researcher, I investigated Dong Ho Folk Painting and conducted 

qualitative research on cultural tourism at the hometown of the folk art.  

Local artisans implement cultural tourism in order to overcome negative impacts of modernization 

and economic transformation. Tourism provides informal form of folk art education. Tourists can take 

part in painting workshop and souvenir shopping. Artisans—representatives of the local community—
play a significant role among tourism stakeholders.  




