~ [Cniverslty Lilrarians Assoriation|

e ———E
Sri Lankal

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
- OF
'UNIVERSITY LIBRARIANS ASSOCIATION OF SRI LANKA

(NACULA 2017)

INFORMATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

PROCEEDINGS

15T OF JUNE 2017
UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO

SRILANKA



©. _Uliiversity Librarians Association of Sri Lanka

Proceedings of the National Conference of University Librarians

Association (NACULA 2017)
ISBN: 978-955-1359-06-5

 Published by University Librarians Association

Views expressed in this conference volume do not necessarily reflect the
views of the University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka. Neither the
University Librarians Association nor the Editorial committee is responsible

for any material produced in this publication.

Conference Logo & Cover Design:
~ Mrs. Anuja Silva & Mrs. P.K.S Manatunga

National Conference of University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka 2017 1



” 'Confe—rence Committeei'i |

Conference Chalr |
~ Mrs. Anuja Silva, Semor Assistant L1brar1an University of Colombo

Conference Secretary
Mrs. P.K.S Manatunga, Senior Assistant lerarlan Un1vers1ty of

Colombo

~ Convener

Dr. (Ms.) C.N.K. Alahakoon Semor Assistant lerarlan Umvers1ty of
Peradeniya

Conference Advisory Committee
Dr. (Mrs.) W. Seneviratne, Librarian, Open Umver51ty of Sr1 Lanka

Mrs. S. Arulanantham, lerarlan University of Jaffna
Dr. Ruwan Gamage Senior Lecturer National Institute of Library &

' Information Sc1ence,s, University of Colombo

Dr. (Ms.) C.N.K. Aléihakoon, Senior Assistant Librarian, University of
Peradeniya - |
Mr. Jagath Garusingharachi, University of Ruhuna

Organizing Committee

Mrs. H.I.S.M. Adhikari - Mrs. A.S.Rubasinghe
Mrs. KK.N.L. Perera Mis. A.P.U. De Silva
Miss. A. Sivasanthiran Mrs. Thushara Wanasinghe
Mrs. W.P.G. Lasantha Perera Mrs. A.K.U.N. Kodithuwakku
- Mr.N.M Karannagéda Mrs. H.D.M.Nishanthi
~ Mr. P.G. Nishantha Mr. G.M. Saman Kumara

National Conference of Univér’sity Librarians Association of Sti Lanka 2017 o i1



Edltor . - |
Dr. (Ms.) BM.M.C. B Hmdagolla Unwer31ty of Perademya

Editorial Committee -
Mrs. S. Arulanantham, Umversﬁy of Jaffna

:Mrs Ramani Amarasekara Open University of Sri Lanka
Dr. (Ms.) CN.K. Ala_hakoon, University of Peradeniya

Reviewers .

Dr. W. Senevirathne, Open Univers'ity of Sri Lanka | |

Dr. S. Sivaraj asinghalﬂ, Facﬁlty_ _of Arts, University of Peradeniya
Dr. Aruna Rajapaksha, Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya

Dr. T.M.S.S K. Ekanayake, Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya
Dr. Tilak Bandai'a, Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya

Dr. Dhammika Herath, Faculty of Arts, University of Peradeniya

Mr. A. Wickramasooriya, Faculty of Arts, University of Perademya
Mrs. P.A.S.H. Perera, Umvermty of Peradeniya |

Mrs. Chamani Gunasekara, University of Peradeniya

Mr. Ajantha Dharmarathne, University of Peradeniya

Mrs. Damayanthi Gunasekara, Open University of Sri Lanka

Mrs. Sajeewani D. Somaratne, University of Colombo

Mr. Jagath Garusingharachi, University of Ruhuna

Mr. K.T.S. Pushpakumara, UniverSity of Ruhuna

Mr. Kokila Ramanayake, University of Ruhuna

Mr. T. Ramanan, Eastern University of Sri Lanka

Mr. Norman Ravikumar, Eastern University of Sri Lanka

Mr. S.Santharooban, Eastern University of Sri Lanka

Mr. Uditha Alahakoon National Institute of Library and Information

Sciences, University of Colombo

National Conference of University Librarians Association of Sri Lanka 2017 111



Moblle Apphcatmn for Umversnty lerary Management
- - System .

Annlsta leayanayakel Mayoora Umathevan®and Thanuja C
- Ranewella’ | #

"2 Department of Industrial Management, Fi aculty of Science,
University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka
anni@kin.ac.lk', and mayuuma@gmail. com?,

3Lzbrary, General Sir John Kotalawela Defense Umverszty Sri Lanka
| i i hanuja@kdu ac.li’

Abstract |
Library is a place where there is a large collection of reading materials
are available for reference. It provides enormous support to all kinds
of knowledge seekers for a range of purposes. However, with the
“introduction of new technology, behavior of academics and students’
life style has changed They tend to seek know]edge on mobile devices
and computers rather than physically visiting libraries to refer
materials which they found convenient and more over it saves their
time. Statistics show that smart phones were owned by more than
80% of the student population. With advancements in technology and
- the rise in smart phone usage, people are taking advantage of being
connected to data wherever they are. Mobile phones aren’t just phones
anymore: they can be used to access e- mail, search the web, video chat,
play games and many more services. Even mobile devices like iPad
and iPod touch can bring social media, productivity tools, and
entertainment literally into the palm of your hand.

It i1s important that libraries adapt their services to this new
technological environment expanding their services to the students
and all categories of staff members, 24 hours throughout the year.
The purpose of this paper is to present the university library's
experiences of adoptmg mobile services and explain how libraries
can play a leading role by providing support to the unwersuy
commumty
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Applymg mobile appllcatlons for 11brary management system is
1nereasmgly important as libraries compete in the always ehangmg
technological world. Hence, the purpose of this paper is to carry out a
case study”i'n order to better understand the possibilities of using' a
mobile application in the process of library management system, and
this application is based on Android platform After identifying and
analyzing the needs of library staff, academics and students developed
a mobile app which could be followed by the other universities. This

illustrates how library services can be adapted to the mobile

environment and how the library can play a role in broader campus
mobile initiatives. The main purpose of the system is to make the
library in the user’s palm.

In this application modules of the system capture user data and various
databases. The mobile application development used here is Java
standard language for Android application development within the
Android Studio and used MySQL, for backend development. Since all
these technologies are open source which enabled to complete the
project with minimum cost.

ThlS mobile application has many features which are generally not
found in contemporary library management systems. For example, this
app enables to track book location and reservation before going to
library. It has a facility for system administrators to login through
which he/she can monitor the whole system. It also has a facility for
students to log into their account and check the list of books that has

been issued to them. Further this enables them to check the issue date,

due date and any due fines. All these services are available at their
fingertips. The Mobile app enhances its services to the library staff
enabling them to add, remove and edit books as well as members and
their details. It allows the library staff to provide their services at any
time anywhere. This will enable the work flexibility. |

With the rapid development of internet technology and the gradually

accelerating rate of information technology, most of the library
functions were enabled in the web based environment. However to
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facilitate that, users need to have computers and internet facilities.
- Unfortunately, most of the undergraduates in the state universities do -

~_not possess computers or laptops. Therefore, the web based library

access is not that popular; however, the mobile technologies in the
smartphone surpass such barriers. The most surprising and
encouraging reality is that aimost 80% of our undergraduates possess
smart phones or even those who do not have could easily afford to have

~ one. This mobile application is being developed to help the students as

well as the library staff to maintain the library in the best way possible.
Also this new mobile app will reduce the human efforts to increase the

- efficiency in library activities. All libraries will be interested in

- exploring the library services that are developed and adapted for
mobile devices of particular interest. Eventually, academic libraries
‘will be the place which creates collaborative relationships with |
“other academic departments to provide services to students. Once
this service is set up, it will create a conducive environment for student
centered learning activities, where the higher education teaching
methods encourage, over to use teacher centered learning. Finally, the
results of the study will illusirate how library services can be adapted
to the mobile environment and how the libraries can play a significant
‘role in broader campus mobile initiatives. |

Keywords: Library, Management Information System, Tracking,
- Mobile application. | |
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