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INTRODUCTION 

Sir John Kotelawala - Kandawala. These names evoke a life style, a set of human values 
that are fast disappearing in the ferment of modernism. It is fitting therefore that the youth of 
today should be told about this patriotic former leader who gave his home to the nation so that the 

. dictum he Jived by would not perish " esc.s 60000 ��" It was not an empty boast. It was a deep 
seated conviction of love of country and people. Suffice it to recount one example of the spirit 
that moved in him. 

Sir John in the last years of his life wrote a yet unpublished work, titled 'Lets We Forget'. It 
is with some amusement that he recalls in this volume the machinations of a public figure very 

· much in the forefrnnt of ethnic polities today. To the suggestions made to live, Sir John had only 
· one response. 

"If, you had made this offer anywhere else except under this roof, I'd. have beaten you to 
within an inch of your life. Your low standard has, strangely enough, brought you to the wrong 
person. How dare you all think that for all the world, for any price whatever, I'd ever dream of 
betraying my country? Consider yourselves lucky when I say ! 

Much has been written about Sir John's bluff exterior, of his rumbustous sense of mischief 
and scant regard for decorum, both in private and in public. Much more however has been written 
about his· honesty and contempt for the "expedient"; when the chaff is blown away, the grain 

· shining and pure dazzles he was a man imbued with a sense _of history. '7 

Kandawala. Sir John's home lent itself to the 
making of history. Today the population of the 
surrounding areas of Kandawala, is many times 
more than it was in the first quarter of the century. 
What is today miles of middle class and working 
class housing, interspersed with factories and 
bordered on Galle Road with bustling shops and 
business centres, was then, vast coconut lands 
with an occasional paddy field or rubber 
plantation. It was a leafy green stretch of land, a 
refuge one might say from the toils of political 
battle. It was a place where its owner acquired a 
deep love of land, its animals, trees and human 
beings. 

Today, we remember that noble man who bestowed his wealth to the youth of the nation. 
He dreamed that a band, of well educated and well trained officers would pass out from his institution 
to swell the ranks of others already dedicated to preserving and fighting for the nation and its 
culture. 

Under the direction of the Board of Management, the Kotelawala Defence Academy has 
renovated and put back in order the house and its effects as a memorial to Sir John. During the 
years 1980-93 the KDA was in the process of establishing itself as a recognised seat of learning 
and military training. The buildings are now complete, the academy established and several batches 
of young officers have passed out and are now serving the country. In the context of fulfilled 
hopes and aspirations, the founder is 'honoured with a memorial such as the museum, that is in 
keeping with the greatness of his gift. 
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